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Flags of Colonial America
Today we have THE flag of the United States of America.

!
by Trip Wiggins ﬂﬁ
One.......Rarely doesit change. !

But... it wasn’t always so.

Flagshave been an integral part of governments and militaries since Romantimes. In 1607 when our first fellow British
citizens landed on the banks of the James River, the flag they probably had was the newly adopted “Union” flag. It was abanner of
blue with the white cross of St. Andrew and the red cross of St. George - the patron saints of Scotland and England, respectively.
Prior toitsadoption in 1603, the flag of England wasthe“ St. George” flag. Upon the death of Queen Elizabeth | in 1603, and the
ascension to the throne of James V|1 (1), the two countries were brought together, aUnion. Following 1603, all British shipswould
fly the Union and either the St. George or St. Andrew’sflag. Thiswould be THE British flag until it was modified dlightly in 1801 to
honor the Irish with the addition of the red cross of St. Patrick.

In 1707 wasthetheformal Act of Union creating Great Britain. Shipsstill flew theflag. Infact they flew it much morethan
any “landlubbers’. Over the course of time the sea variant of the Union flag evolved to become the “Meteor” flag, ared flag with
the Union flag asits canton . Often the flag was flown on the “jack” or bowsprit of the ship, hence the “Union Jack”. Thesetwo
flags were then the flags of the colonies until rebellion erupted inthe 1770's.

At thefirst major engagement of the war, Battle of Bunker Hill, three flags were noted as being flown by the Americans.
Onewassimply asolid red flag. (Later thisflag would take on a sinister name when flown by the British in the south, and by Santa
Annain Texas astheflag of “No Quarter” - no prisoners areto betaken. Luckily, in‘75 it had not adopted that moniker.) The
second flag was ared flag with awhite canton and a green pine tree in the canton. The last was aflag of blue, canton of white, and
within the canton ared cross of St. George and in the upper left quadrant a green pinetree.

Why the differences? The troopswanted aflag to call their own, to rally round, for unit cohesion. The design of the flag
was not determined by some Congressional subcommittee, but by menin the unit. Pretty simple. From then until the end of the

con’'t on page 6



The purpofe of the Rappahannock Colonial Heritage
Sociery if to bring together perfonf interefted in preferving &
perpernating the heritage and culture of the colonial era in &
around the Rappahannock River Valley of Virginia; to conduct
hiftorical refearch of perfonf, placef & eventf relating to the
Rappahannock River Valley in Colonial timef, and to organize
activitief related to the Colonial era in an effort to educate the
public about the wayf of life of our forebearf in thif area.
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THE PRESIDENTS PEN

As N‘l&y passes info June, active members of RCHS look back to
a very, very busy spring,

In April, His Honor, Mayor Beck, visited our m@ntt]h]ly meeting
and shared with us his thoughts about the many levels of history
represented in Fredericksburg. He pointed out the various places in
town where historic events took place in the 18th century and at
other turbulent times. He felt it is important to preserve the
uniqueness of Fredericksburg. He was presented with a Resolution
noting his many areas of service to the community and passion for
history. He was also given an Honorary Membership to RCHS.

At the invitation of Hans and Donna Wauer, RCHS members
enjoyed a delightful dinner and evening at their home on April
22nd. They took us on a tour of their farm and introduced us to all
of their special animals. They own the Fibre Connection and both
of them are fiber arts specialists, Hans a weaver and Donna a
spinner. Afterward the g@ndemcn were eng&gcd in conversation and
games, the ladies retired to visit and sew.

On April 28th, RCHS, the Scottish S@cictyy and the James
Monroe Museum sponsored the James Monroe Block Party. The
weather was ]lmrc]ly and a good time was had ﬂny all. Many thanks to
all RCHS members who worked so hard to plan and prepare for
the Block Party. [t would not be possible without the dedication of
our members.

If you missed the May meeting, you missed a wonderful program

given ﬂny Mike Steen and Keith Southall fromRTT Heritage Tours,
They introduced us to the Virginia Navy of 1781. In
appropriate period naval attire, they talked about the Battle of

J[IM)“

Osborn's Landing and sang several rousing sailor songs.
Several RCHS members performed a delightful vignette at Salem
Branch Library on May 6th as part of the library's educational

offerings. Written by our Educational Programs Director,
Catherine Bell, visitors were able to catch a g]limpse of the social
life of an 18th century community as the new minister was

introduced and pertenient matfers of the day were discussed.

In Mayy the RCHS Dance Team ]pemformedl at the Annual
Port Royal Tavern Night held at the Fox Tavern and also at the
HFFI Market Fair. The Dance Team enjoys sharing this small
part of 18th century socal life with others.

RCHS is growing is so many ways. YWon't you join us and join
in the fun of learning about this formative time in the history of our

nation and sharing it with others.

Diane

COLONIAL FREDERICKSBURG
FACTS _ e

1741 - Robert Jackson arrived in Fredericks- | e
burg and was accorded the title of W ‘T,Yé-r WA
Gentlemaninthecourt records. In 1742, he< 7= <% ':_*I__ ‘_H_,"
was named one of the trustees of the townm.g 15? 2
and he bought property from Lawrence
Washington on Princess Anne Street. =
1751, Summer - Ann Carroll & Mary McDaniel Weretrled'for
robbing the clothes of George Washington “when he was
washingintheriver.” Carroll wasacquitted, McDaniel given 15

|ashes.

N

AMERICAN HISTORY
TIDBITS

1781-Publication of Plocacosmos or the Whole Art of Hair Dressing
exercised great influence on American hair styles. It was a practical
book with many rules for all classes of persons, interspersed with
homilies.

May 1784 -First magazine to appeal to women, Gentlemen and Ladies’
Town and Country Magazine, appeared in Boston. It included fiction
and advice to young ladies; but even so it only issued 8 numbers.

July 6 1785-Thomas Jefferson proposed in Congress the establishment
of a coinage system based on the Spanish milled dollar. He proposed a
gold piece of value $10; a dollar in silver, a tenth of a dollar in silver; and
a hundredth of a dollar in copper. This proposal was adopted by

Congress, and on Aug. 8, 1786, a full plan of coinage was enacted.



UPCOMING EVENTS

June 30, July 1- Rev War Encampment. Geor ge
Washington Birthplace National M onument Demosof camp life,
drill & musketfire. 9-5.$

June1-30- Canoe, Capstan & Cargo. Jamestown Settlement &
Yorktown Victory Center. Maritimeactivitiesof 17th & 18th
century Virginians. 12:30pm, 2pm,3:30pm.

July 1& 15; August 5& 19; Sept 2& 16. Slave-LifeTours.
Gunston Hall Plantation. A tour guidewill lead you through the
museum, outbuildings, and slave quarter site.

July 4-IndependenceDay Celebration. Stratford Hall.

July 4 - Colonial IndependanceDay Celebration. Historic Port
Royal, Inc. Free.

July 4 - Independence Day Ceebration. Geor geWashington
BirthplaceNational Monument. FeeFree

July 7-Inthecool of theday. ClaudeM ooreColonial Farm.
Help thefarm family completetheir day of work before settling
down for abit of amusement.

July 7& 8- Revolutionary War Living History Weekend.
Stratford Hall.

July 8, August 12, Sep 9- Women on the Plantation Tours.
Gunston Hall Plantation. Tour participantswill consider what it
waslike to be awoman - gentry or enslaved-on Virginiaand
Maryland plantationsin the 1700’s.

July 11, 18, 25 - Summer Stories. Gunston Hall Plantation.
Bring your children to Gunston Hall for 30 minutes of
storytelling by historic interpreters and a special tour which
emphasizeswhat lifewaslikefor children on the plantation over
200 yearsago.

July 21 & 22- Summer Market Fair. ClaudeM ooreColonial
Farm.

July 22, Aug. 26, Sept. 23 - Farm Walks. Gunston Hall
Plantation. See Gunston Hall’saward-winning historiclive-
stock, help out with farm chores, learn about 18th-century crops,
and use reproduction 18th-century tools to work the fields.
August 1-30 - Wear What They Wore. Jamestown Settlement
& Yorktown Victory Center. Try ongarmentslikethoseworn
by 17th century English sailors and settlers, 18th century
Virginiafarmers.

August 4- Pickling Produce. Claude M ooreColonial Farm.
Help prepare vegetablesfor pickling asthe farm wife showsyou
how she combines salt, water, and homemade vinegar to
preserve her summer crops.

August 11 - African-American Slavery. GeorgeWashington
Birthplace National Monument. Costumed interpreterswill
demonstrate the life and culture of endlaved African-Americans.
August 19- TobaccoHarvest. ClaudeM ooreColonial Farm.
Help the farmer clean the leaves, and watch how he cuts and
splits the stems. Gather the cut plants and hang them on
tobacco sticks to cure.

August 25 - Founder’sDay. GeorgeWashington Birthplace
National M onument. Honoring founding of the National Park
Service.

Sept. 16 - Congtitution Commemor ation. Geor geWashington
Birthplace National Monument. Specia park ranger programs
will be offered. Visitorsinvited to sign aparchment replicaof the
congtitution as part of a nationwide observance.

Smemm

George Washington Birthplace National Monument
WWW.Nps.gov/gewa

Jamestown Settlement
www.historyisfun.org

Colonia Williamsburg Foundation
www.history.org

Gunston Hall
www.gunstonhall.org/events

Claude Moore Colonial Farm
www.1771.0rg

Stratford Hall
ww.stratfordhall.org

Historic Port Royal
www.geocities.com/portroyalus

RAPPAHANNOCK
COLONIAL HERITAGE
SOCIETY DANCERS

WEB SITESFOR LISTED EVENTS:

We are lecking for pecple whe will
be dedicated to coming to rehearfalf getting
the proper attire together and be available when we have a
commitment te do a demenftration. Thif will be a team
ftriving to develep a level of expertife in thif type of dance
cver time. For anyene whe wantf te be en the demo
team, contact Elaine Sturgeon, cocrdinator 540-785-2168
cr Diane Nelan 540-373-7651. Upcoming demenftrationf
are:

July 4 - Historic Port Royal
July 18 - Weems Botts Museum Day Camp

Sept 8 - Hospicetality

RCHS ACTIVITIES

In addition te the dancers the group has several cther
activities lined up in the near future. Ceme join us for
some fun:

June 30 - Danceworkshop with Lou Vosteen. 6:30pm
$5if you plan to participate in dance.

July 4 - Picnic at Al’'shouse.

August 11 - Tentative- Workshop with Sally Queen. (see
pg 7 inthisnewsletter. Morein next newsletter.



JamesDuncanson

Fredericksburg Scottish mer chant

The Fredericksburg areawas settled primarily asa
tobacco warehouse and inspection station. With the coming of
the ingpection station came the town, and with the town came
the merchants to support the business activities of the area.
Many of the colonial merchantsin the Northern Neck came from
Scotland (the English preferring the Tidewater region). Thearea
was awash in Scotsmen and their various mercantile establish-
ments. One such successful and notable Scottish merchant was
Mr. James Duncanson.

James Duncanson was born in Scotland on February 11,
1735. Hisolder brother, Robert, was an established merchant in
Fredericksburg (arriving before 1749) whenin 1751 heinduced
his brother to join him in the business here in the colonies.
James arrived in Fredericksburg in July of 1752. Asthey say,
timing is everything, and just amonth after hisarrival, the
Masonic L odge #4 (Scottish Rite) was founded in
Fredericksburg. Local Scotswere, of course, membersand
Robert and his 17-year old brother James were at the first meeting
held on September 1% of that year. Later members of the lodge
were George Washington, Hugh Mercer, George Weedon,
CharlesDick, and Fielding Lewis—to namebut afew. From 1767
to 1771 Jameswasthe Lodgetreasurer. (James will stipulated
that his Lodge billsbe paid promptly.)

Initially the brothers managed the store of Buchanan &
Hamilton before setting out on their own. Robert and James
apparently did well in the merchant business. Their storewas
located approximately where the Unitarian Church stands today
on Caroline street between Ameliaand Lewis. (Thebuilding was
purchased from fellow Scot John Allan.) It was situated between
Julian’s ordinary (the location of most of the L odge meetings—
corner of Carolineand Amelia) and John Mitchell’shome at the
other end of the block.

The 1750s brought war to the region with the beginning
of the French & Indian War. In 1754 Washington raised the
VirginiaRegiment and in 1756, 21-year old Jamesjoined the
regiment asan ensign, with fellow junior officers George Weedon
and William Woodford (both of whom would command brigades
inthenext war). Jamesand hisfellow Virginians served faithfully
until their unit was disbanded in 1761 following the end of
hostilities and James returned to the life of amerchant with his
brother.

Hemarried Mary “Molly” McAuley and they had 9
children (5 of whom died ininfancy and are buried in unmarked
gravesin St George's cemetery). Intown James had purchased
from Dr William Lynn lots 21 and 22 (north side of George street
between Sophia and Caroline) and established his residence
wherethe current Goolrick’s pharmacy islocated. The other
property was rented out.

He and his brother, like many of the other Scottish
merchants, tried expanding their business by opening up shops
in the Shenandoah valley in the 1760s. Thiswasturninginto the
migration path for Scots leaving Pennsylvania and journeying
into the interior and the Duncansons along with such merchants
aslssac Hislop, Fraser & Wright, & George McCall werethereto
meet the new arrivals' needs.

James was the more sedate of the brothers. Robert had
amore colorful career intown- endingupinjail at least once.

Of interest, the sheriff (Charles Dick) and several other Scots,
threw Robert a party while he was incarcerated — much to the
chagrin of Benjamin Grymes—the man who pressed the
original charges! (Grymeswasjust never part of the Scottish
group!)

About 1764 Robert died (also buried at St George's)
and part of his estate eventually ended up with James (lots
133/134 —north side of Ameliastreet between Charles &
Prince Edward). Jameswasmoving upintheworld. Hewas
also afrequent visitor at hisold comrade-in-arms (G. Weedon)
establishment — Weedon's Tavern where he enjoyed cards,
backgammon, and billiards along with an occasional drink of
rum.

With the 1770s, James partnered with James Marye.
Marye spent most of histime running the Great Britain side of
the businessliving in Liverpool, and James ran the
Fredericksburg side. He was now selling cloth and other
household necessities and shipping grain to Great Britain.

With the 70s camealso thewar. In 1775 withthe
closure of the Port of Boston, the colonies were determined to
assist those in Boston and to keep abreast of all matters
concerning the British actions. Committees of Correspon-
dence were formed throughout the coloniesto keep all
informed of the latest developments. In Fredericksburg such
acommittee was formed in June of the leading citizens of the
day. They included: Fielding Lewis, Chair, and as members
CharlesDick, Dr. CharlesMortimer, James Mercer, Charles
Washington, William Woodford, William Porter, George
Thornton, Charles Yates and James Duncanson. He had
become amember of theruling class (the Gentry) of thelittle
town.

During the war James was elected as a Justice of the
Peace for Spotsylvania county (today he would be called a
County Commissioner). Following thewar and with the
creation of the Town of Fredericksburgin 1782 he continued
to havetheitch to serve hiscommunity and in 1783 was
elected for hisfirst of four consecutive terms as a councilman
for the town.

In the 1770s he also purchased land in Cul peper
county and built ahome in current Stevensburg. In fact,
when Culpeper county established Stevensburgin 1782,
James was appointed as one of four trustees to oversee the
sales of this“up and coming” town leading to the frontier.
Although it appears that James enjoyed living on his 300 acre
estate, the lot sales never took off, and Stevensburg remains
today much asit wasin James' time. His property was at
Clover Hill and Norman’sMill.

He must have finally received bounty land from his
serviceinthe French & Indian war for inthe 1770s he sold
1000 acresto hisold friend Dr Hugh Mercer (located on the
Ohioriver abovethe Miami river). Hewasalso named an
executor in Mercer’swill. Inthelate 1770s herented out his
Fredericksburg home (lot 22) to General George Weedon, his
old friend. Unfortunately he also had to evict the general for
getting behind in the rent. It doesn’t appear that this soured
their cordial relationship over the years, though. (At thistime
James and hisfamily wereliving both in Fredericksburg and
in Stevensburg.)



Duncanson (con’t)

In October of 1790 his beloved wife Mary died and

washburied at St George's. Jameswrote acodicil to hiswill
leaving his estate to hisfour surviving children (James, Polly,
Annand Finella[who married a Scot named Charles Urquhart],
and his dear mother-in-law, Hannah McAuley. Jamesdied the
following spring on March 3, 1791 at the age of 56, and lies
beside hisfamily at St George’s. Hisobituary endswith, “Inall
relations of life his character was respectable; histemper was
mild and cheerful, and hisfriendly disposition indeared him to
alarge acquaintance, who will long lament hisdeath.” Hiswas
aL ONG obituary for thetime. Hewasalso identified as
Colonel Duncanson, probably for his service on the Committee
of Correspondence and not for active military service.

And of hisstanding in the community? Of interest, in
the 1790 city taxes, Jamesislisted as having paid more taxes
that year than all but one other person in town. One of the
people renting hislot on George street that year was Robert
Patton, who married Hugh Mercer’s daughter and would
becomethe g-g-g-grandfather of General George S. Patton.
Indeed, James had risen to the top of the financial ladder and
was a so highly respected by the community. | do believe that
he WAS truly missed.

Outstanding citizens come in all shapes and forms.
They need not all be Generalsor politiciansto maketheir mark
on society. James Duncanson started as a simple merchant
and immigrant and rose to the top of his community. He and
hisfellow merchants made the area, and they are till reshaping
the areato this day.

Sources:

Felder, Paula. “Fielding Lewis and the Washington Family: A
Chronicle of 18" Century Fredericksburg.” American History Co.,
Fredericksburg, 1999

—. “Forgotten Companions: The First Settlers of Spotsylvania
County and Fredericksburg Town.” American History Co.,
Fredericksburg. 2000

Ward, Harry. “Duty, Honor or Country: General George Weedon and
the American Revolution.” American Philosophical Society, Philadel-
phia. 1979

Will of James Duncanson, Fredericksburg Circuit Court, 1791
Various deeds of J. Duncanson recorded in Fredericksburg and
Spotsylvania Co.

Land Tax recordsfor Fredericksburg, 1782, 1790 from Central
Rappahannock Regional Library

HISTORIC PORT ROYAL
MAY 12, 2001

SUGAR’SADVENTURES
Written by John Hardia as dictated by Sugar the Parrott

Sugar and theMilitia

Itisearly in the morning and my Master
iseating breakfast and | cantell itismilitiaday
because he has his militia clothes on with lots of cowskin
and even acow’s horn. | am running around on the table
checking everything on the table when al of a sudden the
lady that helps us drops a basket of dirty clothes and scares
me so much | jumped in the air and landed in my Master’s
porridge. YUCK!, hesaid and yuck | felt. Thereisnothing
worsethan landing in porridge except for maybeflour. Well, my
Master threw the rest of the porridge away and got ready to
leave. He gave me along hard stare but he took me with him.
Whew, | lucked out on that one. Pretty soon we got to where
therest of the militiawas gathering.

Themilitiaisalwaysthe same. Everybody linesupina
straight line and walks back and forth while abig guy with a
long knife on astick sings. The song is pretty boring with the
same 4 words sang over and over and it is not much of atune
either. Sometimesthey stop and move their big sticks up and
down and sometimesthey rest on their sticksfor awhile. It
looks like they are going to do that now. Up, down, up,
down....it'salwaysthe same. Wait aminute. They are doing
something different now. Everyoneislifting their hornsand
pouring the powder into their big sticks. Now they are putting
marblesin their big sticks and hitting the marble with another
stick. Well at least they are doing something alittle different!
Now the big guy with the long knife on astick is starting a new
song and he endsit with FIRE! And the strange thing isall of
the sticks caught fire at once an.....BLAM! Theloudest sound |
ever heard! My earsare still singing which is agood thing since
| can’t hear anything else. Oh no, they are starting the thing
with the horn again. | had no idea cows were so bad to have
that powder in their horns. The big guy is starting to sing again
and | am getting out of here. ....BLAM! Thereit goes
again....Oh good, aboy ispicking meup. | hope hetakesme
away from here because | have had enough with the militial

(Sugar isa parrott living with his master, John,. John and Sugar reside
on Water Street in 1790 Mirginia. John is a ‘factor’, an import/export
agent that arranges for purchases and sales between the newly
independent colonies and England. He visits the waterfront docks
daily.)



Flags(con't)

war MANY variationswould be seen!

Inthefall of 1775, the coloniashad floating artillery
batteries on the Charles River in Boston. Col. Joseph Reed,
Washington’s military secretary, requested that American
forces fly some sort of recognizable flag so they could deter-
minewho wasfriend and foe. He came up with adesign of a
white flag with agreen treein its center and under it a banner
of “An Appeal to Heaven” - the“Green Tree” flag. Still, the
actual decision of the flag fell to a contractor - not Washington
or Congress. They had more pressing matters than aflag.

InNov. 1775, adetailed report was prepared on how
to properly equip the units of the Continental Army. Curiously,
thereisno mention of aflag. Thischangesalittle over a
month later.

OnJan. 1, 1776, the Continental Army cameinto
formal existence. By way of celebrating the event, the Com-
mander in Chief (Washington) issued a general pardon to all
military offenders AND aflag was raised on a seventy-six foot
tall flagpole. That wasthe“Union Flagin Compliment to the
United Colonies’. (Grand or Great Unionflag) Essentialy it
was the British Meteor flag with six white stripes added, thus
giving 13 alternating red/white stripesfor the 13 colonies. The
Union was to testify their loyalty to the Constitution of the
government against which they fought.

In March, 1776, a Navy fleet took to seaunder the
command of Esek Hopkins and with each ship, the Great Union
flag. We had aflag for our cause! Hopkinsalso carried two
additional flags, ayellow flag with a coiled rattlesnake and the
words, “Don’t Tread on Me”, and a“ striped jack” (probably
just the 13 red/white stripes). Variations of thisflag (with and
without arattlesnake) were prevalent for some years.

While Congress never “approved” the flag, it soon
becamethe“Union Flag,” the“ Grand Union Flag,” the
“Congressflag,” and the “ Colors of the United Colonies’.
North Carolina even added the design to their paper money. It
flew with the Army in Manhattan and on Lake Champlainin the
summer of ‘ 76 with Benedict Arnold’sfleet.

With the Declaration of Independence, the Great
Union was out of date for there was no turning back to the
crown - no allegiance to the English Constitution. We were
now Americans and needed an American flag.

June 14, 1777. Congressisinsessionin Philadelphia
in what would be known as Independence Hall. Asmost days,
the Congress was concerned with a multitude of routine
matters while General Burgoyne was launching anew offensive
from Canada.

Mr. John Murray was paid for some services. Money
was appropriated for several military bills. A resolution was
presented:

“Resolved: that the flag of the United States be made of
thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be
thirteen stars, whitein ablue field, representing a new constel-
lation.”

It passed. That wasit. More business. Captain John
Roach (commander of the Ranger) was asserted to be a person
of bad character and he was relieved and replaced by John
Paul Jones. Congress adjourned until 10am.

No discussion is recorded about the flag bill’s introduc-
tion. It was just presented and passed. No drawing was added
to the Congressional minutes so we don't really know what it
even looked like. What was the shape of the “constellation?”’
Were the stars even 5-pointed? We honestly don’t know.

We do know that the new flag (or aversion of it) was
carried by thearmy from Brandywine (Sept. * 77) onward.

InMay 1779, Mr. Richard Peters, the secretary of the
board of War wrote to Washington. He stated that the army was
still waiting for what the “ standard of the United States” shall
be. The General in Chief replied. “the arrangement of the colors”
had not yet been made. Congress authorized aflagin ‘77, but
the army had not adopted it two yearslater! Threeyearslater, in
August, 1782, Washington was still awaiting the arrival of “the
colors.” They weredeliveredinMarch, 1783 - 18 months after
Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktown!

Sowho ISthefather of theflag? Hint: NOT Betsy
Ross. The person best ableto lay claim to thetitleis Francis
Hopkinson, aformer Congressman from New Jersey. Hewas
appointed one of three commissioners of the Continental Navy
Board. He served as Chair and Secretary two years. Then he
became the Treasurer of Loans and finally became ajudgein the
PennsylvaniaAdmiralty Court.

He had a background for designing things. He had
designed the seals for the American Philosophical Society (still
in existence), the State of New Jersey, and the College of
Philadel phia (now the Univ. of Pennsylvania). Hewrote on May
25, 1788 to the Board of Admiralty that his“device” of aseal for
that Board had met with approval. Hefollowed with hislist of
devices he had created beginning with the “flag of the United
States of America’. He also mentioned the seals for the Admi-
ralty, Treasury Board, and the Great Seal of the United States,
plus some work on Continental currency. (He also wrote many
pieces of popular music). For hisflag he requested payment of

£9 (cash) or £540 (Continental currency). The Congressdid
not pay him. A Congressional committeeinvestigating hisclaim
found “that the report relative to the fancy-work of F. Hopkinson
ought not to be acted upon.” As aresult he resigned as
Treasurer of Loans.

His biographer, however, concluded after reading first
hand accounts from others of the time familiar with the situation
that he DID designit. Itisbelieved that hisunion had 13 white
starsarranged in 5 horizontal and centered rows of :3-2-3-2-3
stars, respectively.

John Adams and Ben Franklin described the flag to
Italy and Francein 1778 as“ Theflag of the United States of
Americaconsists of thirteen stripes, alternating red, white, and
blue; asmall square in the upper angle, next [to] the flag staff, is
abluefield, with thirteen white stars, denoting anew constella-
tion.”

Blue stripes? Yes, that’swhat | said. Here Scotland’s
and Fredericksburg’s own John Paul Jones joins the cast of
characters.

In Feb., 1778 he got the French to recognize our new
flag (being flown on hiswarship). It was again with Jonesin his
first seavictory just two months later when the Ranger defeated
the HMSDrake. A year and ahalf |ater, Jones (now on the Bon
Homme Richard) defeatsthe HMS Serapis. Following the Sept.
23rd Victory, hisshipswere briefly seized by the Dutch.



(the flag on Jones' ship was not recognized yet by the Dutch.)
The Dutch sent an artist to make a careful color drawing of the
flag on two of the American ships, Alliance and the new flag
ship, Serapis.

The Alliance had 13 stripes alternating white-red (7
white, 6 red) and 13 8-point white starsarranged 3-2-3-2-3.
The Serapis had 13 strips of:
Blue/Red/White/Red/White/Blue/Red /White/Red/Blue/White/
Blue/Red . It had three rows of white 8-point stars: 4-5-4.

Back onland...

At the Battle of Bennington, VT, the Bennington ‘ 76
flag was flown by Continental troops. In March, 1781 at the
battle of Guilford CH inN.C., militiacarried aflagwith 13
alternating Blue and Red stripes, afield of Whiteand 13 Blue
7-point starsin threerows. Seenin S.C. at Cowpenswas aflag
of 13 Red/White stripes, Bluefield, and 13 starsinacircle.

So thisis how the war ended - in confusion over what
theflagreally looked like. It generally followed the Hopkinson
standard with ROWS of stars. All waswell until 1791 when
Kentucky and Vermont were added as states. No changes
were made to the flag, but Congressmen debated what ought
tobedone. It took till 1794 for Congressto act. (Theflagwas
not of great importance/urgency to the Congress as too many
other important matters occupied their attention.) Inthe
Congress, arguments were put forth to keep it [too expensive
to change every time we add a state, and besides this flag
matter is such atrifling matter]. Otherswanted it changed to
reflect the new makeup of the country. Finally on Jan. 13, 1794,
Congress declared that a new star and a new stripe would be
added for each new state.

The next player inthe sagaisMary Young Pickersgill
of Baltimore. Who was she? Shewaspaid $405in 1813 to
producea 15 star/stripeflag for Ft. McHenry in Baltimore. It
was commanded by ayoung Major named George Armistead.
Thisflag, now known asthe “ Star Spangled Banner” flew
above Ft. McHenry during it's bombardment and was the
subject of the poem/song written by Francis Scott Key of
Baltimore. Theflag remainedinthe Armistead family. It was
signed by Armistead and has the date of the bombardment.
Armistead wasthefather of General Lewis“Lo” Armistead of
Gettyshurg fame. Following the death of George Armistead
and his wife, the flag was bequethed to a Mrs. Appleton. Her
family bequeathed it to the Smithsonian early in the 20th
century.

Enter the Navy.

Captain Samuel C. Reid, USN, who commanded the
General Armstrong during the War of 1812 suggested to
Congress that the stripes be fixed at thirteen to represent the
original colonies and that a star be added to the blue field for
every state coming into the Union. Again, Congresstook its
time- over ayear. Theactual bill was drafted by Peter
Wendover, Representative from NY (who had close coopera-
tionwith Reid). Finally, on April 4, 1818thehbill waspassed. A
week later the new flag was hoisted above the capitol dome
with 13 stripesand 20 stars. It was made by Mrs. Reid! Later
that same year, President James Monroe stipulated that the
stars should be arranged in four equal, parallel rows of five
each. Still nowording asto the actual size/dimensions of the

stripes, field or stars. It would not be until 1912 that all of
those detailswereformally codified.
Asto the Legend of Betsy Ross

Thistalewasfirst presented by her grandson in 1870!
Her real namewas Elizabeth Griscom Ross. Shedid livein
Philadel phia and did sew some ship’s ensigns for the Philadel-
phiaNavy Board. Little else can be proved. Obvioudly, her
grandson was not around during the revolution to see what
actually took place.

So, with another Flag Day (June 14) recently behind
us, a hearty salute to the many who gave it to us and the

countless thousands who fought for it!
Sources:
Quaife, Milo, et a. The History of the United States Flag. Harper &
Row (for Eastern National Park and Monument Assn.), New York,
1961

-. Your flag. Boy Scouts of America. 1973

CostumeWor kshop with
Sally Queen

Sally Queen will be conducting a one day workshop in
the Fredericksburg areaon August 11, 2001 from 9:30am-3:00pm.
The workshop is open to the public. Anyone desiring additional
information or wishing to attend should contact Susan Bailey at
540-785-9451 or viae-mail - FESCHEK @aol.com.

Theinformation presented below is tentative, pending
confirmion of afew things.
Date:  August 11, 2001
Time  9:30am-3:00pm
9:30-12:00 - Gentlemen’sAttire
12:00-1:00- Lunch
1:00-3:00- Ladies Fashions
Place:  To bedetermined, but in the area
Topic: What Men and Women Were Wearing in
Colonia Virginia: TheBasicsof Dress
in1760-1770
Number of guests: Min. 12, Max. 25-30
Price $20/person
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Grandmama Bushnod lives neav Rosewell at Highgate.
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master. QWQWMMWW@SJ Ghe Rever-
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and decent behavion.
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LETTERS FROM FRIENDS

Doar AMadame Wm%%

Once again Slatke fron in hand to describe lo you
M«W@{/ny&%@ﬁﬂ/{ﬁ% Q%ﬂyy%ammmz&mma
WmMMmM%eéma/L%ﬂ Ind Ars. Hans
lovely wooden floows. Dudte the prerfection for dancing!
AMrs. Waner has frromised ws a dance in the future. The
WM were Rew. and Ay, Wb/éam@ D&IW, AMys.
AMorag AeGonagte (Captain AMeGonagle being out lo
and iz betrothed AMiss hmelia PBall, Fnoliced that
Rev. Livingston was sal above the sall, as he is the new
Ahefpherd of our Tlock. There was much vegelables, fresh
breads, and a surfedt of meats. Aflerwards we look a towr of|
the growunds with the men being much interested in theor
livestock. M. Wenwer's overseer was offsince it was
smore inclined to viows the lovelyy wool that M. Wawen has
span. We then adjourned lo the dvawving room lo sliteh and
sous, at w dhsivod while the men engaged in @ lively game
of Whist. I was gute an enjoyable cvening as il ever is in
waommlw@%o/ma/%wfwemaﬂ/mwmwm%
Rollinguood House. May the Lord bless your daays and
kecfs you safe.

Ssabell a Christina
%Wlﬂd%tﬁe

Futuremeetings

July-NOMEETING
August - David Kerr speaking on Margaret Brent

Meeting recap

May meeting - discussions are underway for RCHSto
host acolonial ball here next year (probably inthefall). Also
plansfor the teain October are coming along.

June - Al mentioned that he has talked with someone
elsewho isinteresed in helping with the boat project, but we still
need more peoplein order to get moving.

Elaine mentioned some of the things the group has
been doing lately....an educational program at Salem Church
Library, dancing at Historic Port Royal’s Tavern Night and
HFFI’'s Market Days. Also, several of us attended the annual
ball at Glen Beauin Mineral. Therewill beadanceworkshop on
June 30 taught by L ou Vosteen.

There was a discussion and vote regarding honorari-
ums for speakersfor our programs. We also discussed RCHS
joining other societiesasagroup. Thiswill allow usto be more
“in the know” about things going on in our area and support our
sister organizations.

The group is growing and having some “growing
pains’ aswe seek waysto diversify and utilize the many talents
we have. Comejoin us aswe continue to grow.

NEWSLETTERGUIDELINES

In order to produce a good newsletter, accurate and in a timely manner,

please try to use these guidelines.

1. Our timeperiod and location is 18th Century Virginiawith our areaof
concentration Fredericksburg and the Rappahannock River Valley. The
Rappahannock River Valley coversfrom theford of the Rappahanock and
Rapidan Riversdown to the Chesapeake Bay. Our particular interestsliein the
areas of Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania, Stafford, King George, and Caroline
counties.

2. Any member may, and isencour aged to, submit article(s) for publication. The
newsletter isdistributed to and read by peoplewith varying degrees of
expertise. Someof usarenot aswell versed on Colonial lifeand timesas
others, soinorder to be asaccurate as possible, please check your factsprior to
submitting an article.

3. Sources/references must be given for factual information. This

enables the reader to go to the original source for more information, gives

credit to the source, and also lets the editor of the newsletter off the hook
if the information is challenged. This includes information from the
internet. If you write to someone for permission to reprint and receive
it, | would appreciate a copy for my files.

4. Opinions of the writer must be clearly identified as such.

5. Thenewsletter ispublished every other month in January, March, May, July,
September, and November. My target date to have the newdl etter publishedis
the 15th of those months. In order to dothat | will need any submissions by

the 8th of the month. You may mail to the PO Box, or email me at
<MyraWig@aol.com>.

6. The editor has the final say on content, format and deadlines. | try to

keep the newsletter to 12 pages for postage. If | receive severa articles

and we also have a good hit of news to go into the newsletter, it may be
necessary for me to edit, publish as a two part article or use it in the
following month’s publication.

7. If youhaveanideafor an article but don’'t have thetime, resources, etc. to write
it yourself, we have someonewho iswilling to do the research and write the

article.



